PALACE TOURS

Travel Like Royalty

PALACE TOURS

Danube Express Luxury Train:
Istanbul to Paris

7 Nights « Luxury Experience
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Overview

Eight days from Istanbul to Paris aboard the Golden Eagle Danube Express.
The classic Orient Express route in reverse, beginning where the old line ended.

Start with two days in Istanbul among the mosques, palaces and markets of the old city. Then head

north and west by private train to Sofia, to Belgrade on the Danube, and to the caves at Postojna.
Continue to Vienna, then to Champagne for a tasting in the cellars, before arriving in Paris.

Hotels, excursions and every transfer are included, with meals and wine served on board.
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Your Itinerary

ISTANBUL

On arrivals day in Istanbul, you will be met and transferred to a five-star
hotel for a luxurious one-night stay. Tonight, enjoy a welcome reception
dinner with your fellow guests. Why not extend your stay in Istanbul to

explore at your leisure? Please contact us for hotel options and rates.

ISTANBUL

Our extraordinary rail odyssey commences in the fabled city of Istanbul,
spanning both Asia and Europe. Guests will be chauffeured this morning to
Istanbul Sirkeci Station, where the indulgence begins with a sophisticated

drinks reception before stepping into the lap of opulence aboard the Golden

Eagle Danube Express. The day unfolds as a seamless indulgence in the finer
aspects of luxury train travel, traversing through the picturesque landscapes
of Turkey and seamlessly crossing borders into Bulgaria. Onboard, immerse
yourself in the epitome of luxury, surrounded by exquisite comforts and
attentive service, as the Golden Eagle Danube Express becomes your
sanctuary on wheels. As night descends, the enchantment continues with a
sumptuous Welcome Dinner served aboard the train. Delight your palate
with a carefully curated menu, complemented by a selection of the finest

wines, creat
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SOFIA

Today step inside the heart of Bulgaria's vibrant capital, Sofia, nestled at the
base of majestic Mt Vitosha. Delve into the rich history of this ancient city,
tracing its origins back to the fearless Thracian tribe of Serdica. Our

adventure begins amidst the captivating ruins of the Roman city of Serdica,

where echoes of a bygone era whisper tales of glory and conquest. Wander
through the enchanting City Garden, home to the prestigious National
Theatre lvan Vazov, and marvel at the opulent faade of the Presidential
Palace and other iconic landmarks that adorn Sofia's skyline. A highlight of
the day is a visit to the awe-inspiring Alexander Nevsky Cathedral, one of the
largest Orthodox cathedrals in the world and a defining symbol of Sofia. Its
striking neo-Byzantine architecture, magnificent domes, and richly

decorated interior make it one of Bulgaria's most treasured monument

BELGRADE

Today, our adventure immerses us in the hidden treasures of Belgrade.
Indulge your senses with a sumptuous traditional Serbian feast, tantalizing
your taste buds with flavours as bold and diverse as the city itself. Prepare to

savour the essence of Serbian hospitality as we delve into the world of

Rakija, Serbia's beloved elixir. We'll sample an array of Rakija varieties, all
while regaling in captivating tales and anecdotes that breathe life into
Belgrade's spirited history. Before we board the train, seize the opportunity
to wander through Belgrade's bustling streets, where every corner reveals a
new facet of its vibrant culture. Join us as we unravel the secrets of this
dynamic city, where luxury meets adventure at every turn. Tonight, we invite
you to experience an immersive culinary journey - with an indulgent Gala

Dinner - presented by our revered Head Chefs. With each metic
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POSTOJNA

Embark on a day of refined exploration as we venture into the enchanting
depths of Postojna Caves. Aboard an underground train, we delve into a
subterranean world of magnificence, wandering through a network of grand

halls adorned with a myriad of intricate cave formations and inhabited by

mysterious creatures. Later in the afternoon, cameras poised, we ascend the
breathtaking Semmering Pass, renowned for its architectural marvels of 16
viaducts and 15 tunnels. This UNESCO World Heritage Site provides an
unrivaled panorama from the train, a spectacle that transcends ordinary
views. As twilight descends, we gracefully arrive in the imperial city of
Vienna, where the evening unfolds into a crescendo of sophistication.
Indulge in a sumptuous dinner and afterwards, experience the pinnacle of

cultural delight with a private classical concert featuring the illustriou

VIENNA

This morning, our exploration of the refined splendors of Vienna continues.
Austria's stunning capital, steeped in a rich heritage, casts its enchanting
spell on visitors. With its elaborate palaces, iconic coffee houses, and a

cultural tapestry woven with classical music and captivating opera, Vienna

stands as a seductive metropolis that beckons to be explored. Embark on a
splendid afternoon journey through the breathtaking Austrian countryside,
traversing the majestic Alps as we make our way into Switzerland. Whether
you choose to unwind in the privacy of your cabin, where your dedicated
cabin attendant is ready to cater to your every need, or opt for the
sophisticated ambiance of the bar car, reveling in the enchanting melodies
of our resident pianist and savoring the exquisite array of cocktails
meticulously crafted by our world-class bar staff - every moment promises

anindu
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CHAMPAGNE

Renowned for producing the world's finest sparkling wines, Champagne's
lusciously manicured vineyards, draped over rolling hills, present a
captivating tapestry of green and gold. Beyond the effervescent nectar that

bears its name, the region boasts historic cathedrals and regal architecture,

narrating tales of medieval grandeur. Our adventures through this land will
reveal a symphony of flavours, history, and elegance, making Champagne an
unparalleled destination for the senses. As the day progresses, we reboard
our private train, resuming our journey across the serene French
countryside. The final destination awaits, and as the sun sets, we arrive in
the iconic city of Paris. This evening is adorned with a special reference to
our Farewell Dinner, a celebration of the exquisite experiences shared and

the enchanting landscapes traversed throughout our luxurious voyage.

PARIS

This morning, after an overnight stay at a centrally located five-star hotel, we
enjoy our final breakfast on the tour. Why not extend your stay in Paris to
explore the French capital at your leisure? Please contact us for hotel options

and rates Tour Inclusions Accommodation Five-star pre and post tour hotel

accommodation Private en-suite accommodation on the Golden Eagle
Danube Express train Service Cabin attendant service including evening
turndown Experienced Tour Management team Services of a UK-registered
Doctor and medical facilities on board Arrival and departure transfers All
gratuities - on and off the train Luggage porterage throughout the journey
Dining Freshly prepared meals on board, using the finest local ingredients
Authentic dining experiences in local restaurants Inclusive alcoholic and
non-alcoholic beverages 7 Breakfasts, 6 Lunches, 7 Dinners Excursions
Indulge
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Departure Dates & Rales

DEPARTURE DATE CLASS / CABIN SINGLE DOUBLE (PP)
May 16, 2027 Deluxe Class €29,850 €19,900
Superior Deluxe Class €42,100 €25,200

Rates shown in Euro (EUR). Approximate USD equivalents available upon request.

Rates shown are per person. Single rate applies to single occupancy; Double rate applies per person in double occupancy.

) Look for Coupons and Special Rates on our website.

Visit https://www.palacetours.com/tour/danube-express-luxury-train-istanbul-to-paris for the latest

information.
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Terms & Conditions

Booking & Payment

e Deposit: 30% of the total tour cost is due at the time of booking. The deposit is non-refundable.
e Final payment: the balance is due no later than 125 days before departure.
e Bookings made within 125 days of departure are payable in full at the time of booking.

e Fares are per person. Your written confirmation shows the exact amounts and due dates.
Cancellation

e 125 days or more before departure: 30% of the total tour cost (the deposit)

e Lessthan 125 days before departure: 100% of the total tour cost
Changes

e Date change: free of charge, subject to availability, when requested 125 days or more before departure; after that, a

fee of 15% of the total tour cost applies.
e Cabin upgrade: only the fare difference between cabin categories applies.

e Cabin downgrade or passenger name correction: free of charge up to 35 days before departure; within 35 days,
EUR 500 per change.

Changes or cancellation by the train operator
If the train operator cancels or materially changes a departure, you will be offered a new date or an amended booking,

a credit toward a future journey, or a refund of the amounts paid.

All cancellation, change, or update requests must be submitted in writing by email to travel@palacetours.com. A
request takes effect only once we have received and processed it, and we will confirm the outcome to you in writing.
Timeframes are calculated by reference to local time and business days at the destination; a request received outside

business hours is treated as received on the next business day.

We strongly recommend purchasing travel insurance, including cancellation cover, from the moment you pay your

deposit. For information on available plans, please visit www.palacetours.com/insurance.
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Frequently Asked Questions

How long is the Istanbul to Paris journey and how are the nights split?

The journey runs eight days and seven nights. You spend one hotel night in Istanbul before the train leaves, five
nights in your private cabin aboard the Golden Eagle Danube Express, and a final hotel night in Paris, with breakfast

on the eighth morning before you go your own way.

Which cities and countries does the route cover?

Starting in Istanbul, the train crosses into Bulgaria for a day in Sofia, continues to Belgrade in Serbia, then to
Postojna in Slovenia. From there it climbs into Austria for Vienna, runs west into France for a stop in the Champagne

region, and finishes in Paris.

Where do I board the train and where does the journey end?

You are chauffeured from your Istanbul hotel to Sirkeci Station, the historic terminus of the old Orient Express line,
where a drinks reception is held before boarding. The train finishes in Paris, where a centrally located five-star hotel

is included for the last night.

What cabin categories are available on the Golden Eagle Danube Express?

Two categories are sold on this departure: Deluxe Class and Superior Deluxe Class. Both are private en-suite cabins
with a dedicated attendant and evening turndown; the Superior Deluxe cabins are the larger of the two. The exact

fare for each category and departure is shown on this page.

What is included in the tour price?

The fare covers five-star hotel nights in Istanbul and Paris, your en-suite cabin on board, all meals and beverages
served on the train, the guided excursions described in the day-by-day itinerary, arrival and departure transfers, an

experienced tour management team, luggage porterage and all gratuities both on and off the train.

What is not included in the fare?

International flights to Istanbul and home from Paris are not included, nor is travel insurance, visa or passport costs,
personal spending, or anything not set out in the itinerary. Extra hotel nights at either end can be arranged for you at

an additional cost.

What are meals like on board, and can dietary requirements be handled?

Meals are freshly prepared on the train using local ingredients, served in the restaurant cars, and several excursions
include a meal at a local restaurant ashore. Special diets are usually straightforward to accommodate if you tell us at

the time of booking so the kitchen can plan ahead.
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Is there a doctor on board the train?

Yes. A UK-registered doctor travels with the train and basic medical facilities are carried on board, which is
reassuring on a route that crosses several borders. This is not a substitute for travel insurance, and you should bring

an adequate supply of any prescription medication with you.

How much does this journey cost per person?

Fares start from around EUR 16,900 per person based on two people sharing a cabin. Rates vary by departure date
and cabin category, and the exact fare for each departure is shown on this page rather than quoted as a single figure,

so you always see the current price.

Can I travel alone and have a cabin to myself?

Yes. Sole occupancy of a cabin is offered on request and carries a supplement over the sharing fare, so the single
price is higher than half of a twin cabin. Tell us the departure you have in mind and we will confirm the current

single-occupancy rate for that date.

How much deposit is needed and when is the balance due?

A deposit of 30 percent of the tour price confirms your cabin and is non-refundable. The balance is due 125 days
before departure, and bookings made within 125 days of departure are payable in full at the time of booking. Your

written confirmation shows the exact amounts and the dates they fall due.

Can children travel on this tour and are there child rates?

Children can travel and reduced rates apply in two bands, under 5 and 5 to 12, with the age taken as at the departure
date rather than the booking date. Cabins are compact and the days include a good deal of walking, so please talk to

us first if you are planning a family booking.

Which departure dates are currently on sale?

Departures currently loaded run from 11 October 2026 through to 16 May 2027. The full list of dates, with the fare for
each, appears on this page and can be booked directly. Space is limited by the number of cabins on the train, so

popular dates close early.

What is the best time of year to travel this route?

Autumn and late spring both suit this itinerary. October brings mild weather in Istanbul and autumn colour through
the Balkans and Austria, while May gives long daylight for the Alpine and French sections. Both seasons avoid the

heavy summer heat of the Balkan interior.

What happens during the visit to the Postojna Caves?

In Slovenia you board a small underground train that carries you deep into one of Europe's largest cave systems,
then walk through vast chambers filled with stalactites, stalagmites and limestone formations, and see the rare

creatures that live there. The caves stay cool all year, so take a light jacket and comfortable shoes.

What will I see during the day in Sofia?

The Bulgarian capital sits at the foot of Mount Vitosha and dates back thousands of years. The guided day takes in

the Roman ruins of Serdica, the City Garden with the National Theatre lvan Vazov, the Presidential Palace, and the
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What is the day in Belgrade like?

Belgrade stands above the point where the Sava joins the Danube. The day includes a traditional Serbian meal with
local hosts and stories of the city's turbulent history, plus free time to walk the streets and squares of the centre

before you rejoin the train for the run north.

What does the Vienna section include, and what is the Semmering Pass?

The train reaches Vienna in the evening and the following morning is given to the imperial city, with its palaces,
coffee houses and musical heritage. On the approach the line climbs the Semmering Pass, a UNESCO-listed

mountain railway of 16 viaducts and 15 tunnels that gives some of the finest photography of the whole journey.

What happens in the Champagne region before the train reaches Paris?

On the final full day the train stops in the Champagne region of northeastern France, a landscape of rolling hills,
historic cathedrals and medieval towns, where the programme includes a visit to the cellars. The train then

continues across the French countryside and arrives in Paris that evening.

How do I ask a question or book the Danube Express from Istanbul to Paris?

Email travel@palacetours.com, call 786-408-0610, or message us on WhatsApp at https://wa.me/17864080610 and a
travel specialist or our Al assistant will help you. Every departure listed on this page is bookable directly, and we can

also arrange extra hotel nights in Istanbul or Paris.
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Ready to Book Your Journey?

Contact Palace Tours for personalized rates and departure dates
B travel@palacetours.com | 786-408-0610

www.palacetours.com

www.palacetours.com travel@palacetours.com 786-408-0610
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