Tren Crucero
Luxury Rail Experience in Ecuador
Explore the mainlands of Ecuador, experience the culture and everyday life of the
locals, and feel the weather change as the train makes its way from the Andes
highlands to the Coast. This unique experience will allow you to travel along the
Devil’s Nose, visit the Last Ice Merchant, and see a rose plantation and a cacao
plantation. You’ll stay in haciendas overnight and learn about the historic
background of these farm houses as well as experience the local customs. From the
steam engine, you’ll view breathtaking landscapes that are only visible by train.

Tren Crucero Luxury Experience in Ecuador
from Quito to Guayaquil (3 nights/ 4 days)

Tren Crucero Luxury Experience in Ecuador
from Guayaquil to Quito (3 nights/ 4 days)

Tren Crucero Luxury Experience with Cuenca
from Quito to Guayaquil (4 nights/ 5 days)

Tren Crucero and the Galapagos Islands
(Tour from Quito) (7 nights/ 8 days)

Tren Crucero and the Galapagos Islands
(Tour from Guayaquil) (9 nights/ 10 days)

Experience Ecuador: Tren Crucero, Quito, and
Galapagos (Tour from Guayaquil) (9 nights/ 10
days)

Tren Crucero Luxury Experience in Ecuador
from Quito to Guayaquil (3 nights/ 4 days)
Day 1: Quito, Cotopaxi, Latacunga
Check in at the Chimbacalle Train Station
in Quito at 8:00 am. You will travel along
the Avenue of Volcanoes and then take a
bus to Cotopaxi National Park. There, we
will take a gentle hike around
Limpiopungo and you will be be able to
see the Cotopaxi Volcano. We will then
go to the San Augustin de Dallo Hacienda
for a specialty lunch. After exploring the
Hacienda, you will go to the hotel and
have dinner in Lasso.

Day 2: Latacunga, Urbina, Ambato,
Riobamba
Today we will stop at Cunchibamba train
station to visit a flower plantation and
learn about Ecuador’s world- renowned
roses. We will then visit Ambato for
lunch. If weather permits, you may
witness- at a safe distance- an eruption of
the Tungurahua volcano! After lunch, we
will go to Urbina station where you will
meet Baltasar Ushca, the last Ice
Merchant of Chimborazo volcano. A bus
will then transfer us to our hotel and
dinner.
For more info, visit
http://www.palacetours.com/tours-tren-cruceroluxury-experience-in-ecuador-from-quito-toguayaquil-t792.aspx

Day 3: Riobamba, Colta, Guamote,
Alausi, Bucay
Today you will travel through Riobamba, a
city surrounded by volcanoes that is known
as the ‘Saltan of the Andes’. You will then
travel to Colta Station where you will visit
the oldest church in Ecuador, Balbanera
Church. You will then go to a traditional
Indian market in Guamote and have lunch
on board. After lunch you will travel down
the famous “Devil’s Nose” and experience
it’s zig-zag path and steep mountainside.
You will be able to stop at a viewpoint and
appreciate what was once known as the
‘world’s most difficult railway’. We will
travel along the Chanchán River as we
make our way to the Bucay Station. Here
we will witness the Andes Highlands
transition into the Pacific coast plains, and
will spend the night in Bucay.

Day 4: Bucay, Guayaquil
Today you will pass a tropical rainforest
that holds banana, cacao, and sugar-cane
plantations as you make your way to
Naranjito Station. We will then visit a
cacao plantation and learn about the
importance of this crop for Ecuadorian
Culture. Then we go to the hacienda for
chocolate- tasting and Ecuadorian lunch.
On the way to Duran Station, the train
will switch from diesel locomotive to a
steam-locomotive in Yaguachi. Upon
arrival at Duran Station there are
complementary transfers to Guayaquil’s
principal hotels.

Tren Crucero Luxury Experience in Ecuador
From Guayaquil to Quito (3 nights/ 4 days)
Day 1: Duran, Yaguachi, Bucay
We will depart from the Eloy Alfaro
Station in Duran with a steam locomotive
to Yaguachi. On the way, we will pass
through banana, sugar cane, mango and
pinapple plantations and rice paddies
along Ecuador’s coast. We will then
switch to a diesel- electric locomotive that
brings us to the Naranjito Train Station.
We then will go to a coastal hacienda for
a typical “Montubio” ballet. After this, we
will visit a cacao plantation to learn about
the importance of this crop. There will be
chocolate- tasting in the hacienda, and
after lunch we will depart by bus to
Bucay where we will spend the night.
Day 2: Bucay, Alausi, Colta, Riobamba
After breakfast, we will emerge from the
coastal lowlands to the high Andean
plateau, where you will experience a
fascinating change in climate. We will
stop at the Pistishi viewpoint to see how
the track climbs the “Devil’s Nose”. We
will stop in Alausi to explore the town,
and then head to Colta. We will enjoy
lunch on the train as we pass the colorful
quinoa plantations. By bus, we will travel
to Calpi, where we will be able to feed the
llamas. We will then head to Riobamba
for the night.

Day 3: Riobamba, Urbina, Ambato,
Latacunga
After breakfast, we will head to the
Urbina Station, where you will meet the
last Ice Merchant of Ecuador, Ushca
Baltasar. We will then head to Ambato
for lunch, and then go to Cunchibamba
to visit a rose plantation. Here, we will
learn about Ecuador’s world- famous
roses. We will then head to the hotel in
Lasso for the night.
Day 4: Latacunga, Cotopaxi,
Chimbacalle
After breakfast, we will go to Cotopaxi
Station where we take a bus to the
Cotopaxi National Park, where we will
see the magnificent volcanoes. Then, we
will go to the San Augustin de Callo
hacienda where you will have lunch and
explore the magnificent Inca
architecture. Then, we move north along
the Avenue of the Volcanoes as we head
to Quito. Upon arrival, complimentary
shuttles take passengers to all main
hotels.
For more info, visit http://www.palacetours.com/tourstren-crucero-luxury-experience-in-ecuador-fromguayaquil-to-quito-t791.aspx

Tren Crucero Luxury Experience with Cuenca
From Quito to Guayaquil (4 nights/ 5 days)
Day 1: Quito, Cotopaxi, Latacunga
Our journey will begin with a tour of Quito and a
walking tour of the Old Town (time permitting). We
will then visit the Cotopaxi National Park where we will
be able to see the magnificent Cotopaxi Volcano. We
will then make our way to the hotel- we stay in a
historic yet upscale Ecuadorian hacienda.
Day 2: Lasso, Latacunga, Ambato, Cevallos, Urbina,
Riobamba
Today we will stop at Cunchibamba train station to visit
a flower plantation and learn about Ecuador’s worldrenowned roses. We will then visit Ambato for lunch at
an ancient colonial house. After lunch, we will go to
Urbina station where you will meet Baltasar Ushca, the
last Ice Merchant of Chimborazo volcano. A bus will
then transfer us to our hotel and dinner.
Day 3: Riobamba, Colta, Guamote, Alausí, Sibambe,
Huigra
In the morning, we are picked up from our haciendas
and return to the Riobamba train station. We will travel
along the stunning Andes landscape to Colta, where we
will visit Balbanera Church, the oldest church in
Ecuador. We then depart for Guamote where we will
visit and authentic Ecuadorian market. Lunch will be
served at the train station. We then travel down the
“Devil’s Nose” toward Huigra, where we will travel by
car to the beautiful city of Cuenca. We will spend our
evening at a luxury hotel in Cuenca.
For more info, visit http://www.palacetours.com/tours-tren-cruceroluxury-experience-with-cuenca-from-quito-to-guayaquil-t821.aspx

Day 4: Cuenca
Today, you will have a city tour of the
romantic colonial city, Cuenca. It is considered
by many to be the most beautiful city in the
country due its architecture, surroundings and
small town ambiance. Here, you can visit the
original "Panama Hat" factory where you will
see the finest hats being made and learn about
the history of the region and the impact the
hats had on the local economy and lifestyle.
Day 5: Cuenca, Guayaquil
After breakfast, we will head to Guayaquil,
Ecuador´s second largest city and a busy port.
Weather permitting, we will stop at the Cajas
National Park. Along the way we will visit a
Cacao plantation and see how Cacao is
produced and how Chocolate is made. Our
journey will end in Guayaquil.

Tren Crucero and the Galapagos Islands
Tour from Quito (7 nights/ 8 days)
Day 1: Quito, Cotopaxi, Latacunga
Check into Chimbacalle Station at 8:00am. We then travel
across the Avenue of Volcanoes to Cotopaxi National
Park. Here, we will hike around Limpiopungo. You’ll be
able to see the Cotopaxi Volcano, and then we’ll head to
the historic San Augustin de Callo Hacienda for lunch.
We will then experience a presentation by the local
community in the Lasso Train Station, followed by dinner
in the traditional haciendas.
Day 2: Latacunga, Urbina, Ambato, Riobamba
Today we will stop at Cunchibamba train station to visit a
flower plantation and learn about Ecuador’s worldrenowned roses. We will then visit Ambato for lunch at
an ancient colonial house. If weather permits, you may
witness- at a safe distance- an eruption of the Tungurahua
volcano! After lunch, we will go to Urbina station where
you will meet Baltasar Ushca, the last Ice Merchant of
Chimborazo volcano. A bus will then transfer us to our
hotel and dinner.
Day 3: Riobamba, Colta, Guamote, Alausí, Bucay
Today you will travel through Riobamba. You will then
travel to Colta Station where you will visit the oldest
church in Ecuador, Balbanera Church. You will then go to
a traditional Indian market in Guamote and have lunch on
board. After lunch you will travel down the famous
“Devil’s Nose”. We will travel along the Chanchán River
as we make our way to the Bucay Station. Here we will
witness the Andes Highlands transition into the Pacific
coast plains, and we will spend the night in Bucay.
For more info, visit http://www.palacetours.com/tours-tren-cruceroand-the-galapagos-islands-(tour-from-quito)-t810.aspx

Day 4: Bucay, Yaguachi, Guayaquil
Today you will pass a tropical rainforest that
holds banana, cacao, and sugar-cane plantations
as you make your way to Naranjito Station. We
will then visit a cacao plantation and learn about
the importance of this crop for Ecuadorian
Culture. Then we go to the hacienda for
chocolate- tasting and Ecuadorian lunch. On the
way to Duran Station, the train will switch from
diesel locomotive to a steam-locomotive in
Yaguachi. Upon arrival at Duran station there
are complementary transfers to Guayaquil’s
principal hotels.

Day 7: North Seymour
Island
Today we will enjoy a tour
to North Seymour where
you will see land iguanas,
the magnificent frigate
bird, sea lions, and bluefooted boobies. Lunch will
be served on the yacht, and
we will then return to the
hotel for free time and
dinner.

Day 8: El Trapiche, Bella
Day 5: Santa Cruz Island
Vista Lava Tunnels
We start off the day by flying to the Galapagos After breakfast, we will
Islands! Upon arrival, we will take a shuttle to drive up to the highlands of
Santa Cruz Island and will stop at Manzanillo
Santa Cruz. When we reach
Ranch to observe the giant tortoises. The, we go ‘El Trapiche”, the Spanish
to Puerto Ayora for lunch before we head to
word for sugar mill, we
Charles Darwin Station, where we will learn
will witness the production
about the conservation efforts underway through of the sugar cane by a local
the islands. We then go to our hotel for dinner. family. The final part of the
excursion will be an
explanation of the
Day 6: Bartolome Island
After breakfast, we will travel to Baltra to start production of Galapagos
our yacht cruise tour to Bartolome Island, where Coffee. On the way back to
we will see lava formations and the Pinnacle
the lowlands of Santa Cruz,
Rock. After having lunch on the yacht, we will we will stop at the Bella
have the chance to go snorkeling in one of the
Vista Lava Tunnels. Then,
coral beaches where you can swim with sea
we travel back to the
creatures! We then will return to the hotel for
airport for a flight back to
free time and dinner.
mainland Ecuador.

Tren Crucero & the Galapagos Islands
Tour from Guayaquil (9 nights/ 10 days)
Day 7: Bucay, Simbambe, Alausi, Guamote,
Day 5: El Trapiche, Bella Vista Lava
Colta, Riobamba
Tunnels
Today you will travel down the famous
After breakfast, we will drive up to the
“Devil’s Nose”. Later, visit the picturesque
highlands of Santa Cruz. When we
town of Guamote and pay a visit to IntiSisa,
reach ‘El Trapiche”, the Spanish word
a nonprofit foundation that provides jobs and
for sugar mill, we will witness the
Day 2: Santa Cruz Island
education to members of the local
We start off the day by flying to the Galapagos production of the sugar cane by a local
community. You will then go to Colta to see
Islands! Upon arrival, we will take a shuttle to family. The final part of the excursion
the oldest church in Ecuador, Balbanera
will be an explanation of the
Santa Cruz Island and will stop at Manzanillo
Church. You will spend the night in
Ranch to observe the giant tortoises. The, we go production of Galapagos Coffee. On
Riobamba.
the way back to the lowlands of Santa
to Puerto Ayora for lunch before we head to
Cruz, we will stop at the Bella Vista
Charles Darwin Station, where we will learn
Day 8: Riobamba, Urbina, Ambato,
about the conservation efforts underway through Lava Tunnels. Then, we travel back to
Latacunga
the islands. We then go to our hotel for dinner. the airport for a flight back to
Today you will get to visit Ecuador’s last Ice
mainland Ecuador.
Merchant and hear his stories. Later, you will
Day 3: Bartolome Island
visit a rose plantation to learn about
After breakfast, we will travel to Baltra to start Day 6: Guayaquil, Duran, Yaguachi,
Ecuador’s world- renowned roses.
our yacht cruise tour to Bartolome Island, where Bucay
Today you will pass a tropical
we will see lava formations and the Pinnacle
Day 9: Lasso, Cotopaxi, Chimbacalle, Quito
Rock. After having lunch on the yacht, we will rainforest that holds banana, cacao,
Visit the Cotopaxi National Park, then have
and sugar-cane plantations as you
have the chance to go snorkeling in one of the
lunch at the San Augustin de Callo hacienda.
make your way to Naranjito Station.
coral beaches where you can swim with sea
Next, travel along the “Avenue of
We will then visit a cacao plantation
creatures! We then will return to the hotel for
Volcanoes” as you make your way to Quito.
and learn about the importance of this
free time and dinner.
crop for Ecuadorian Culture. Then we
Day 10: Quito
go to the hacienda for chocolateDay 4: North Seymour Island
Spend the day exploring Quito, then wake up and
tasting and Ecuadorian lunch. We then head to the airport for your flight home!
Today we will enjoy a tour to North Seymour
head to Bucay, where you can go for
where you will see land iguanas, the
an optional hike across the tropical
magnificent frigate bird, sea lions, and blueforests or simply eat dinner and spend
footed boobies. Lunch will be served on the
the night at the hotel.
yacht, and we will then return to the hotel for
free time and dinner.
For more info, visit http://www.palacetours.com/tours-tren-cruceroDay 1: Guayaquil
Once you arrive at the airport, you will be
driven to the Wyndam Guayaquil where you
will spend the night.

and-the-galapagos-islands-(from-guayaquil)-t864.aspx

Experience Ecuador: Tren Crucero, Quito, & Galapagos
Tour from Guayaquil (9 nights/ 10 days)
Day 1: Duran, Yaguachi, Bucay
Today we will stop at a cacao plantation and learn how
chocolates are produced from source to end. We will
have dinner and spend the night at the D’Franco Lodge
Hotel on the outskirts of Bucay.
Day 2: Bucay, Sibambe, Alausi, Guamote, Colta,
Riobamba
Today we travel up the Devil’s Nose and stop in
Guamote for lunch. We will visit Balbanera Church,
which is the oldest church in Ecuador. You will have
dinner and spend the night in the Abraspungo Hacienda
Hotel or the Andaluza Hacienda Hotel.
Day 3: Riobamba, Urbina, Ambato, Latacunga
Today we will meet the last ice merchant in Ecuador,
Baltasar Ushca. We will have lunch in an ancient
colonial house in Ambato, and then we visit a rose
plantation. We then head to Latacunga for the night.

Day 6: Otavalo, Quito
Today you can decide whether you want to
explore Quito on your own, or take an optional
excursion to Otavalo. You will spend the night
in your hotel in Quito.
Day 7: Santa Cruz Island
Today we fly to the Galapagos and travel
through Santa Cruz Island. Here, we can
observe the giant tortoises before we go to the
Charles Darwin Station. We will have dinner
and spend the night in a hotel on the island.
Day 8: Bartolome Island
Today we will take a yacht cruise tour to
Bartolome Island, where we will see the
Pinnacle Rock. We will have lunch on the
yacht, and after you can snorkel in one of the
stunning coral beaches. You will have dinner
and free time in the hotel.

Day 4: Cotopaxi, Quito
Today we will visit Cotopaxi National Park, then go to
the San Augustin de Callo Hacienda for lunch. We then Day 9: North Seymour Island
Enjoy a tour to North Seymour, where you
travel to Quito where we will spend the night.
will be sure to see land iguanas, the
magnificent frigate bird, blue- footed boobies,
Day 5: Quito
and sea lions. You will have lunch on the
We will spend the day in Quito, walking around Old
yacht and have free time and dinner at the
Town and visiting old churches. We then head to the
hotel.
Middle of the World where the equator line is. We will
spend the night at a hotel in Quito.
For more info, visit http://www.palacetours.com/tours-experience-ecuador-trencrucero-quito-galapagos-(tour-from-guayaquil)-t812.aspx

Day 10: El Trapiche, Bella
Vista Lava Tunnels
After breakfast, we will drive
up to the highlands of Santa
Cruz. When we reach ‘El
Trapiche”, the Spanish word
for sugar mill, we will
witness the production of the
sugar cane by a local family.
The final part of the
excursion will be an
explanation of the production
of Galapagos Coffee. On the
way back to the lowlands of
Santa Cruz, we will stop at
the Bella Vista Lava
Tunnels. Then, we travel
back to the airport for a
flight back to mainland
Ecuador.

